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It was very sad to hear of the death of Elisabeth Neales on 7th February. She was a very 
active member of Book Group 2 and well versed with expert knowledge of Shakespeare 
and Dickens. Members of Book Group 2 attended the memorial service on 28th Febru-
ary.   

Members will be pleased to know that Russ Dawe has accepted the nomination for the 
role of Vice President. Thank you, Russ! You will also note in this newsletter the pro-
posed structure of the Club’s Management Committee for next year. Naturally this is 
still subject to  your approval at the AGM. 

Retiring from the committee at the March meeting are Ron Johnson, Peter Harman, 
Meredith Daniel, Martin Randall and Mary Dunn. Peter Harman’s retirement from the 

Committee is particularly noteworthy as he held the position of Membership Officer for seven consecutive 
years. Peter also served on the committee as Vice President, President, and Immediate Past President prior to 
that.  

On reflection I have been very fortunate to follow on from Ron Johnson ‘s two year presidency with a well 
versed committee that clearly had a strong focus of doing the very best for the Club’s members. The most 
pleasing aspect of the job was to see almost a full house of members enjoying two well subsidized key lunches 
(Rosanna/Greenacres) and still have money in the bank for another one next year. After all we all like to eat 
and drink in good company. My only regret is that we were not able to grow the membership base during the 
past twelve months. 

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all members of the Committee, Activity Convenors 
and the two duo teams that look after us when we meet at the Church Hall: Denise Powell, June Caithness 
( Harp bookings, badges and raffle) and Diane O’Brien, Margaret Steel (morning teas). Also the ever present 
Wal Hamilton setting up the tables, chairs and ringing the bell. 

These are my last Reflections. It has been a privilege to be your President this past year and I look forward to 
working with Stuart and the new Committee next year. 

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of our 
club and its activities 

http://www.greythornprobus.org.au
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Tuesday  14  March 
Commencing at 10 am 

North Balwyn Uniting Church Hall, Duggan 
Street, North Balwyn  

This is the club’s Annual General Meeting  
including the election of the club’s  

committee for 2023-24. 

March Speaker 
Vicki Mustafa 

Women in the Middle East 

Born of a Muslim father and a Christian  mother, 
Vicki was brought up as a Muslim but became a 

Christian at 21 . She later became a missionary in 
the Middle East and is now a Pastor in Glen 

Waverley. 
She states that to understand the minds of women 
on the Middle East, it is necessary to understand 

Islam. 

Her talk will help us understand the reasons why the 
Quran teaches the superiority of men over women 
and the difficulties women have in leaving Islamic 
teachings. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Proposed Management Committee 2023-24 
(Subject to AGM) 

President: Stuart Williams 

Vice President: Russ Dawe 

Immediate Past President: Robert Van Woerkom 

Secretary: Glenys Chalk 

Treasurer: Geoff Warren 

Membership: Peter Ogier 

Newsletter and Reports: Jan Coffey 

Welfare: Joan Teele 

Guest speakers: Adrienne Salvagno 

Outings and Activities: Cath Origlasso and Judy Bro-
phy. Judy will also co-ordinate and represent Activity 
Convenors for grant submissions and allocations. 

Hospitality: committee position will remain vacant 

Margaret Cox and Barbara Van Woerkom will  

manage the Anniversary and Christmas lunches and 
attend committee meetings as and when required. 

MARCH EVENTS 

Solo 2 March 

Scrabble 6 March 

Committee Meeting 7 March 

Canasta 8 March 

The Mouse Trap  8 March 

Annual General 
Meeting 

14 March 

Garden Appreciation 16 March 

3rd Sunday Lunch: 19 March 

Walking for Enjoyment 20 March 

Film Luncheon 21 March 

Discussion 21 March 

The Winner Is 22 March 

Book Groups 23 March 

Creative Pursuits 27 March 

Investors  28 March 

Jazz Museum 28 March 

 

 March  Birthdays 

 Kathy Pitsikas 2 

 Anna Kuyt 4 

 Lissa Drake 4 

 Ron Johnson 5 

 Lyn Stavretis 14 

 Ros Sinclair 18 

 Mary Dunn 19 

 Max Horne 23 

 Jan Coffey 24 

 Lainie Carroll 25 
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Greythorn Probus  

Newsletter 200th Edition! 

It almost went unnoticed, although it was there, in 
small print, at the top of the front page. The February 
2023, Grey Matters was the 200th edition of the  

Greythorn Probus newsletter. This is certainly worthy 
of recognition, celebration and appreciation. 

From the very beginning, the newsletter has always 
been beautifully presented and one which members 
have been proud to show their family and friends. 
More than this though, it is impossible to overstate 
the importance of the newsletter to the vibrancy, life 
and success of the Club. It has been at the centre of 
everything which the Club has done and achieved. 

There have been six editors of the newsletter, name-
ly, Marilyn Poole, Diane Robinson, Joe Sanders, Roy 
Price, Russ Dawe and Jan Coffey. To them, individual-
ly and collectively, we say thankyou for the countless 
hours of time you have contributed, the quality of 
what you have produced and congratulations for 
your part in achieving the double century. 

Peter Harman Membership 

ACTIVITIES - GROUPS 

Solo 

Thursday 2 March 7.30 pm  
Our next meeting will be 6 April 7.30pm at the home 
of Denise Powell. Please let Denise know by 4 April if 
you will be attending 
Convenor: Denise Powell  

Scrabble 

Monday 6 March 1.30pm 
Our next meeting will be Monday 3 April at 1.30 pm at 
the home of Elaine Provan Please advise Elaine on 
0439 094 154 by Friday 31 March if attending.  

Conveyor: Glenys Chalk  

WELFARE  

I hope you have all been making the most of our 
burst of summer weather, keeping well hydrated 
and sun protected. 
Our best wishes are once  again extended to Ros 
Sinclair. 
Meredith Daniel has been unwell for some time 
and is at present undergoing a series of tests. We 
wish her well. 
I have had no further reports of ill health so keep 
well and enjoy each day. 
Joan Teele 

VALE   
Elisabeth Neales 1929—2023 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were all saddened by Elisabeth’s sudden and 
unexpected death recently. 

 
Elisabeth was a very 
popular and enthusi-
astic member of Book 
Group 2.  
Her considerable 
knowledge of Charles 
Dickins added great 

interest and insight to several of our monthly 
meetings and encouraged us to reread his 
books. 
 
Several Greythorn Probus members attended 
Elisabeth’s Memorial on February 28, where we 
learned just how amazing Elisabeth was as a per-
son, and of her many interests, achievements 
and family history. Book Club 2 feels privileged 
to have shared just a small part of this. 
Elisabeth had a great zest and enjoyment of life 
and she shall be vey much missed. 
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Film and Lunch  

FINAL REMINDER! 

The Footy Tipping Comp is back for season 2023.  

We will use the ESPN 
footy tips online 
platform. The  

competition will go 
from Round 1 to the 
Grand Final. We will 

use the ESPN standard rules. This means that should 
you forget or be unable to enter your tips in any 
Round, you will be allocated the away team. You will 
also be required to select the winning margin on one 
game each Round, as nominated by ESPN. Tips must 
be entered before the commencement of each 
game. Should you be going on holidays or be away 
from your computer then don't worry. Tips can be 
entered several weeks in advance of the Round. 

The entry fee will be $5 per tipster, payable upon 
entry to our Bendigo Bank account (BSB: 633000, 
Account Number: 168764322) or the Treasurer 
(Geoff Warren). The end of season prize split will be 
1st 60%, 2nd 30% and 3rd 10% of the prize pool and, 
of course, the winner will hold the much-coveted 
Mavis Cup for one year.  

You will also be invited to our Pie Night to be held 
during the Preliminary Final on Saturday 16 Septem-
ber 2023. 

The 1st Round commences on Thursday 16 March 
2023.  

It is important to note that your tips must be entered 
online by computer, mobile phone or another  

electronic device. We are unable to accept your tips 
by email or phone call. 

NEXT STEPS 

Join up now - don't wait until it is too late. 

The link to the competition is: 

https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/
Probus_Greythorn     (note underscore) 

The Competition Password is:    probusgreythorn 

Any queries should be directed to the joint conven-
ors Peter Harman or Phil Pitsikas. 

p.s. new tipsters will need to register with "ESPN 
footytips'.  

Good tipping everyone. 

Convenors: Phil Pitsikas and Peter Harman 

What’s been happening with our 
members lately? 

 ‘GAS MAIN UPRADES IN OUR STREET- CARS OUT BE-

FORE 7am-UURRGG!!!  ROY 

Angie with the 7 beautiful Golden Retriever puppies 
that arrived at Jamarang in January! AWWW! 

Tuesday 21 March. 
Palace Theatre, Whitehorse Rd Balwyn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 fully subscribed film tickets are available for this 
coming March film lunch on Tues. 21st 
Names to be registered ONLY at the Probus Meeting 
when the film and the time will be announced. 
Lunch to follow film at EAST & CO, if desired. 
 

Convenor:  Joan Teele   

Footy Tipping 

https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Probus_Greythorn
https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Probus_Greythorn
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Thursday 16 March  Cruden Farm   -   
The visit to Cruden Farm and lunch at the McClelland 
Gallery has been booked.  Members on the list will be 
advised of arrangements by email. 

 

Thursday 20 April  Mont De Lancey Historic 
Homestead and Garden   Wellington Rd., Wandin 

  
Meet at the Balwyn Leisure Centre at 9:30am to car-
pool.  Arrive at Mont de Lancey about 10:30am for 
morning tea in the “Two Peas in their Pod” café fol-
lowed by a guided tour and afterwards, lunch in the 
café.  Entry cost $10 [possibly $12 depending on 
numbers] (entry cost doesn’t include either morning 
tea or lunch) 

Convenor:  Liz Dawe    

Garden Appreciation  

Canasta 

Wednesday  8 March 7.30 pm 
The CANASTA GROUP will meet on Wednesday 8 
March  at 7.30pm at the home of  Kevin O’Connor. 
Please advise Kevin if attending. Mob 0423 628 852 
Next meeting will be 12 April. 7.30pm at the home of 
Barbara Mathews Mob  

Convenor: Ann Price   

3rd Sunday Lunch 

Sunday 19 March 12 Noon 

Come and join us.  
 A glass of wine, tasty bite & friendships to 

enjoy at: The Living Room 

19 Anderson Street, Templestowe 

 All welcome. Please let me know if you can 
come by Thursday March 17 

Convenor: Angela Johns   

Walking for Enjoyment 

Monday 20 March 9.45 am 

Pound Bend Warrandyte State Park  
Monday 20th March  
Please NOTE the earlier start for this month. 
Meet in the car park at the bottom of the hill near 
the toilet block.( which is off Pound Bend Rd.) 
Entry into the park is through the yellow gate way 
(barrier) 
Melway 23 A11 
Coffee at Swipes Gully Eltham  

Convenor: John Astle   

Discussion Group 

Convenor: Roy Price:  

https://www.crudenfarm.com.au/
https://montdelancey.org.au/
https://montdelancey.org.au/
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Investors 

Book Groups 

Thursday, 23  March 2pm  
BOOK GROUP 1 

Book Group 1 will meet at Hawthorn Library to dis-
cuss “Everything I Never Told You” by Celeste Ng. 

Convenor: Patricia Noseda  
BOOK GROUP 2 

The next meeting of 
Book Group 2 will be at 
the home of Margaret 
Goding on Thursday  23 
March at 2pm to dis-
cuss “The Life to Come” 
by Michelle De Krester. 
Please let Margaret 
know by Tuesday 21 

March if you cannot attend. 

Convenor: Margaret Goding  

Creative Pursuits 

Monday 27 March 1 pm 
Rone Exhibition above Flinders Street Station  
Meet 12.45pm at entrance to exhibition, by door  at 
273 Flinders Street (near Boost Juice)  
Payment $36.50 by March 21. 

Convenor: Elaine Provan:  

Our next meeting is Tuesday 28 March 7.30pm at the 
Hub 
Cheers, Charlie 

Convenor: Charlie Boschetti:  

Greythorn Probus Club supported by  

Dine Out 

Wednesday, May 31 @ 
12.30pm  
AFGHAN VILLAGE 
923 Burke Road 
Camberwell 
 
We look forward to your company at Afghan Village  
The food will be from their banquet menu at a cost 
of $55.00 per person. 
 
The restaurant is fully licenced as well as BYO wine 
only.  The wine list is comprehensive & very reasona-
bly priced.  Corkage is $10 per bottle. 
 
We have had a very good response to this outing & 
places are now limited so please add your name to 
our list ASAP.  There will also be a waiting list taken. 
The restaurant will be opening especially for us. 
Payment will be required by 9th May. 

Convenors: 
Barbara van Woerkom   
Margaret Cox   

Waving Goodbye at the February GM? 

Walking Group enjoying the sunshine in February  

https://rone.art/
https://afghanvillage.com.au/
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Estate Agents 
278 High Street,  

Kew 3101 

 

Call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

DAY TRIPS for 2023 
 
TUESDAY MARCH 28 - AUSTRALIAN JAZZ MUSEUM 
This outing is fully booked, but you may add your 
name to the waiting list. 
We are car pooling, so meet in the car park opposite 
the Boroondara Sport Centre in Belmore Road Bal-
wyn at 9.15am. 
Cost: $25.00 . . .Tour, Live Band Performance,. 
Lunch TO BE PAID ON THE DAY AT THE VENUE. 
 
TUESDAY APRIL 18 - THE YARRA VALLEY RAILWAY - 
HEALESVILLE TO TARRAWARRA & RETURN. 
We will be car pooling, meeting in the car park oppo-
site the Boroondara Sport Centre in Belmore Road 
Balwyn. Please check the list & mark if you will need 
a ride or are able to drive & how many. 
(Cost: $15.00 to be paid by 1 April) 
Lunch: $24.00 pp,(2 course meal) to be paid directly 
to THE GRAND HOTEL HEALESVILLE on the day.  
Please check the MENU at the March meeting & mark 
your choice on the NEW LUNCH LIST. 
 
TOUR: 
THE SPECTACULAR BLUE MOUNTAINS - OCTOBER, 
SATURDAY 14 - THURSDAY 19 2023. 
Have you paid your FIRST DEPOSIT & sent your 
BOOKING FORMS to Group Link Travel? 
 

Tours & Trips 2023 Reviews and Reports 

THE MELBOURNE TRAMBOAT  
Tuesday February 28 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
41 Intrepid sailors (or pirates?) set sail on a rather 
dreary Melbourne morning for the historical sea 
port of Williamstown on board The Melbourne 
Tramboat. 
We all felt we would be in safe hands as Wal donned 
his MAE WEST & pledged to save us all in the event 
we should be challenged by one of the large cargo 
vessels we could encounter on our voyage.   
Our Crew - Anthony, Captain, & Lisa, Stewardess, 
welcomed us warmly & everyone enjoyed morning 
tea after which we settled down for the trip. 
Anthony's vast knowledge of the Yarra River, the 
Port of Melbourne, the Port of Williamstown & ship-
ping was delivered with dry humour & he even had a 
personal connection with a fisherman on the bank 
who assured that he would catch 41 King Whiting for 
our lunch! 
After seemingly no time at all we were mooring at 
Gem Pier, Williamstown & we disembarked for a 
stroll around the shops.  
Unfortunately no-one found the OpShop so we re-
turned to The Tramboat empty-handed & still with 
$$$'s in our pockets. 
Before we set sail our Fish & Chips arrived . . . . gen-
eral opinion was . . . DELICIOUS, especially when ac-
companied by a crisp dry white! 
Our return journey was very interesting as we fol-
lowed a large container ship as it made it's way to 
dock accompanied by 3 tugboats.  
Fortunately they did not require our assistance & we 
continued back to Victoria Harbour. 
A great day, despite the inclement weather, made 
most enjoyable by our hosts Lisa & Anthony. 
 
Cath & Judy 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au


Grey Matter  - 201 

Page 8  

March 2023 

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. 

 
MAGIC MOMENTS 2022 

PHOTOS 
THE MELBOURNE TRAMBOAT  

PHOTOS 
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Theatre 

Wednesday 22 March  10am 
The Winner  Is at The Stairway in Rooks Rd, Ver-
mont.  Tickets will be distributed at March meeting. 
Coffee and cake starts at 10AM. 

 
Wednesday 10 May 11am 
It Takes Two. At The Stairway. Karla Hillem and 
Johnathon Guthrie Jones sing duets from 50’s, 60’s 
and 70’s.  Both are great performers.  Coffee starts 
at 10am. Cost is $20pp and payment must be made 
by end of March.  
Convener: Barbara Mathews 

APRIL  GREY MATTER 

Thank you once more to everyone who con-
tributed to the 2022– 2023 Annual Report. I 
hope you all enjoyed reading your copy online. 

Please send articles/photos etc for the April 
newsletter to me by Friday 31 March at the 
latest. Late entries cannot be guaranteed in-
clusion in the newsletter. 

Jan Coffey Newsletters and  Reports 

 

PS Look out for the Live Links! 

Subscriptions and payments 
Direct Debit (EFT) BSB 633 000 

 Account No.  168 764 322 
Please always insert your name and the event in the 
message/reference area. Also inform the convenor 
and the assistant treasurer, Geoff Warren, by email 
that you have paid. 

If paying and posting by cheque:  Cheque to be made  
payable to Greythorn Probus; please post directly to 
Geoff Warren, Assistant Treasurer—clearly indicating 
the event and names of those attending.  ALSO 
please email the specific event/group convenor. 

All Committee members names and all members’ 
email addresses can be found in your 2022-2023 Club 
Directory. 

When paying by cash or cheque please put the  
CORRECT MONEY or CHEQUE in a sealed envelope 
with your name and the activity details on the front. 
Give this to the convenor or our Assistant Treasurer 
at the specified club meeting BY the required date. 

We are NOT ABLE to give change so please have the 
correct payment ready. 

 

FORWARD PLANNING 2023 

 

For all activities please check with your  

organizers/convenors. There may be occasion-
al changes  to times, dates and venues. 

APRIL ACTIVITIES 

Scrabble:  3 April 

Committee: Meeting                             4 April 

Solo:  6 April 

General Meeting: 11 April 

Canasta:  12 April 

3rd Sunday Lunch:                               16 April 

Walking for Enjoyment:                      17 April  

Yarra Valley Railway:                            18 April  

Discussion:                                            19 April 

Garden Appreciation: 20 April 

Creative Pursuits: 24 April 

Investors: 25 April 

Book Groups: 27 April 

OTHER EVENTS 

   It Takes Two :                                        10  May 

   Dine  Out Afghan Village:                     31 May 

 Blue Mountains Trip:            14-19 October 

Annual  

Subscriptions due April 3 

$50 

BRING & BUY 
Thank you to everyone who donated items, or 
bought them in 2022.The committee donated the 
money raised last year to our local, very worthy  

organisation CAMCARE, Boroondara. 

Don't forget your donations for our Bring & Buy  

table . . . .plants/seeds/bulbs, crafts, books etc & 
your gold coins for your purchases at the AGM. 


